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Bloomsbury AcademicBloomsbury Academic

Launched late 2008Launched late 2008

Social Sciences and Humanities research Social Sciences and Humanities research 

based booksbased books

Creative Commons nonCreative Commons non--commercial licensingcommercial licensing

Simultaneous print and Simultaneous print and ee--editions (editions (‘‘longlong--form form 

publicationspublications’’))

Providing traditional publishing services along Providing traditional publishing services along 

with free online accesswith free online access

An imprint within Bloomsbury Publishing An imprint within Bloomsbury Publishing 

Group plcGroup plc
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from Publishers?
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Historically

� Books and Journals as medium of communication

� Independent verification of quality

� Branding

� Visibility

� Marketing and Selling

and now Increasingly

� Content in multiple formats

� ‘free’ at point of use

from this – authors receive

� Recognition and Promotion

� Research grants
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Academic Publishing: the Old ModelAcademic Publishing: the Old Model

Print Copy onlyPrint Copy only

Publishers were the gatekeepersPublishers were the gatekeepers

Publishers verified and brandedPublishers verified and branded

Publishers, as Publishers, as ‘‘bankersbankers’’ financed the publishing process financed the publishing process 
(not the research (not the research –– just the publishing process)just the publishing process)

Cost was a barrier to disseminationCost was a barrier to dissemination

Limited range of formatsLimited range of formats

Limited channels of distributionLimited channels of distribution

Limited availabilityLimited availability

Content was scarceContent was scarce



Multiple versions in digital form and print Multiple versions in digital form and print ––
(sometimes)(sometimes)

Multiple formatsMultiple formats

Available through multiple channelsAvailable through multiple channels

Held in a multiplicity of Held in a multiplicity of ‘‘locationslocations’’
(Institutional Repositories, author website)(Institutional Repositories, author website)

Free versions compete with publisherFree versions compete with publisher’’s s edition(sedition(s))

Uncertainty over who pays (and when) for Uncertainty over who pays (and when) for 

‘‘publishingpublishing’’

Content is abundantContent is abundant

Academic Publishing: the New WorldAcademic Publishing: the New World



An Existing Online ModelAn Existing Online ModelAn Existing Online Model
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What about inversing the model?What about inversing the model?What about inversing the model?
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Present Funding Paths Present Funding Paths 

Funding SourcesFunding SourcesFunding Sources

ResearchResearchResearch LibrariesLibrariesLibraries

PublishersPublishersPublishers

InvestmentInvestment
FundingFunding

Content flowContent flow
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RIN Study RIN Study 

GloballyGlobally

Fall in Academic Library Subscriptions  Fall in Academic Library Subscriptions  ££2.91 2.91 bnbn

Increase in charges to academics/Increase in charges to academics/

institutions  institutions  ££2.92 2.92 bnbn

United KingdomUnited Kingdom

Fall in subscription charges Fall in subscription charges ££128 128 millionmillion

AuthorAuthor--side fees side fees ££213 213 millionmillion

‘Activities, costs and funding flows in the scholarly communications  system in the UK’ (May 2008)



JISC StudyJISC Study

Savings if moving to open access for the UKSavings if moving to open access for the UK

Open Access Publishing Open Access Publishing -- ££80 million80 million

Institutional Repositories Institutional Repositories -- ££116 million116 million

‘‘Economic Implication of Alternative Scholarly Publishing ModelsEconomic Implication of Alternative Scholarly Publishing Models’’ (January 2009)(January 2009)










